TEACHER NOTES

Australia in a Suitcase

(For workshops based on these notes see Extension Workshops)

In Suitcase most of Jan's material comes from folklore and traditional sources. Some is his original material, but the focus is on national heritage. 

Teachers will no doubt have their own ideas about how to use the performance for further studies, but here are three suggestions:
Suggested Lesson Plans
1. AUSTRALIAN FOLK SONGS

· In the library find a book of Australian folk songs. Here are some you may find or locate:
The Bushwackers Australian Song Book. Anne O'Donovan Pub., Ed. Jan Wositzky & Dobe Newton
The Big Book of Australian Folk Song. Rigby. Ed. Ron Edwards
The Penguin Book of Australian Folk Song

· Read and sing some songs and discuss what a folk song is and how they tell us of life that ordinary working people used to live

· Discuss how they are different to pop songs on the radio today and how many folk songs were written by 'Anonymous' - that is we don't know who wrote them

· Discuss how the songs have been passed down through the years from generation to generation, and so in a way we all own these songs 

· Discuss how these songs are very simple so that nearly everyone can sing them.

· Look up on the map of Australia where a particular song came from

· Look at the link to Extension Workshop: Folk Songs on my website
http://www.storytellersguide.com.au

2. MUSIC & INSTRUMENTS

In Suitcase Jan plays 5-string banjo, mouth organ, ukulele, bones and spoons, and during the show he involves students in playing simple instruments with him - spoons, seed pod shakers, tea-chest bass, shells. During the show this becomes an on the spot HAND MADE BAND. 

· The instruments Jan introduces to students are usually found at home. Discuss other items that could be brought from home, which would make a good sound? Bring it in! As long as it's clean and not too sharp!

· Collect recyclable items (plastic film containers, cardboard cylinders etc) and have the children make some simple shaker type instruments of their own 

3. STORIES

The items Jan has in his suitcase include a giant conch shell picked up on Bing Bong beach in the Gulf of Carpentaria; a pair of old hand shears; an Aboriginal string toy that represents a bird, given to Jan by Wardaman storyteller, Yidumduma Bill Harney; an Australian diggers hat

· Have the children choose or bring an item to school that is special to them; a present from another place, something your family has inherited from your grandparents or maybe something you just picked up in the backyard, like a feather

· Have them tell the class where/who it came from, what it is, what you do with it and why it's special

· Have the children write a story about the item either real or imaginary

· Choose a few simple folk songs and put the words of the stories to the tunes of the song

· Have the children practice their songs and then make a tape recording of them for the whole class to listen to

· Alternatively set aside a day when the children put on a special folk concert and sing their own songs for parents or other grades in the school

